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November 2009 

Dear Residents,
I am sending you this letter personally, as a Raanana parent, to warn you about the serious phenomenon of alcohol use, which has unfortunately steadily increased and become very prevalent in Israeli society and in the lives of Israel’s youth and young adults across the country.

In recent months, we have witnessed a series of extremely violent crimes, serious accidents, including “hit and run” accidents, and criminal acts, involving teenagers and young adults, all of which occurred under the influence of alcohol.  These occurrences are of great concern to us all, and first and foremost are of great concern to you as parents.

Coping with the very serious incidence of alcohol abuse among teenagers and young adults is a top priority for me as mayor and for the municipal education system.  As a city whose philosophy is to instil the appropriate social values in our children, the future citizens of the State of Israel, and as part of our commitment to their future wellbeing and security and to helping them maximize their potential, the municipality has developed a long list of educational and social activities to cope with alcohol and drug abuse.  We have implemented these activities at our educational institutions, in our supplementary education programs and in the framework of our youth movements, in addition to seminars and parent meetings.

We will shortly be reinstating our “Parents’ Patrol”, which will be operated by the municipal security division in cooperation with volunteer parents, who will patrol the entertainment venues frequented by teens and young adults in the evening and night time hours.

Unfortunately, all this is not sufficient.  We will not succeed in fighting this terrible phenomenon without your assistance and involvement.  The home is the first link in coping with alcohol consumption and drug abuse among teens.  Extensive community involvement of each and every one of you is imperative, in addition to the assistance of the professional municipal institutions and the education, social services and law enforcement systems.

I personally invite you to join forces with us in order to deal with this subject.  I call upon you, the parents, to increase your involvement in your children’s lives and their changing needs as teenagers.  Heighten your children’s awareness as to the dangers involved in alcohol and drug use.

I also ask you to become more attentive to what is happening among your child’s peer group and in your neighbourhood and invite you to take an active role in the municipal efforts in this field.  Together, we can create a united municipal front in coping with this serious problem.

I hope you will respond positively to my request.  I am available at any time at my e-mail address nahumh@raanana.muni.il or in my office at Tel:  09-7610200.

Sincerely,
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Nahum Hofree

Mayor
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